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THE SLOW HOLIDAY

DENERVO, A PLACE OoF MAGIC ATMOSPHERES

[N A MUCH VARIATED TERRITORY LIKE THIS, CONTAINING ON LITTLE SPACE ROCKS, HILLS AND HIGH MOUNTAINS, THE HIKER CAN PASS
IN SOME HOURS FROM THE TEMPERED ZONE AT THE BORDER OF THE LAKE WITH SPONTANEOUS AGAVES AND OLEANDERS, TO THE
ALPINE ZONE WITH IMPRESSIVE BIRCHES AND BEECH WOODS. THE ITINERARY WE ARE DOING TO THE DENERVO WILL BE IN ONE OF
THE MOST SIGNIFICANT ZONES OF THE HINTERLAND OF (JARGNANO. |A|E ARE, HORIZONTALLY MEASURED, AT A DISTANCE OF SOME
HUNDRED METRES FROM THE LAKE AND THOUGH ON A LEVEL OF 1500 M IN COMPARISON TO §5 M LEVEL OF THE LAKE. THE
RESULT IS THAT THEY'RE BREATHLESS VIEWS ON THE LAKE, WHICH OPENS ENTIRELY AT OUR FEET, AND AT THE SAME TIME THERE
IS ALSO A WIDE AND NOT LESS INTERESTING VIEW ON THE PEAKS OF THE ALPINE HEIGHTS BEHIND US AND WHITE ALSO DURING THE
SUMMER MONTHS. |F YOU PERFORM THE EXCURSION IN SPRINGTIME AS WE ARE DOING, THE IWOODS AND MEADOWS ARE BECOMING
GARDENS ALTERNATING EVERY WEEK THEIR VARIOUS FLOWERING,; BEGINNING WITH THE NOT SO SHOWY ONES LIKE SNOWDROPS,
ANEMONES, LILIES ON THE VALLEY, ORCHIDS, UP TO THE MORE FLASHY ONES LIKE PEONIES, LILIES AND ASPHODELS IN A SERIES OF
DELICATE COLOURS AND PICTURES,
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|~E START AT BRIANO , PLACE WE REACH BY CAR GOING UP TO MONTEGARGNANO IN DIRECTION OF COSTA. AT THE SMALL OPENING
OF SANTO DI [IANO, AT ABOUT 10 kM FROM (GARGNANO, WE DEVIATE TO THE RIGHT ON THE STILL ASPHALTED BUT NARROWER
ROAD MARKING THE INDICATIONS RAZONE—RRIANO WHICH WE DRIVE THROUGH FOR OTHER 3,5 KM THROUGH A IWOOD, UP TO THE
SETTING OF THE WIDE GRAZING OF BRIANO. |A|E LEAVE THE CAR AT THE SMALL WIDENING AT DESTRA [Q980], AT THE FEET OF
THE SMALL ROAD TAKING TO THE SMALL CHURCH AND THE REFUGE OF THE ALPINE ASSOCIATION, THE WOODEN ROAD SIGN
INDICATES THE NUMBER 32 AND ACCOMPANIES US DURING THE WHOLE CLIMB UP TO THE PEAK OF THE DENERVO,

/AT THE BEGINNING, THE WELL-MARKED PATH PENETRATES THE SMALL FOREST WITH ITS TYPICAL BLACK HORNBEAMS AND FIRST
SIGNS OF BEECHES. (ON BOTH SIDES OF THE WAY, YOU DON'T RARELY NOTICE SMALL ROUND PLACES WHOSE GROUND PRESENTS
ITSELF IN A DECISIVE BLACK COLOUR. THEY ARE THE SO CALLED "GIAL'", GROUNDS CREATED FOR PREPARING COAL ''COOKED'"
ANCIENTLY ON THE SCENE AND THEN TRANSPORTED DOWN HILL ON THE BACK OF DONKEYS OR MULES, AN ACTIVITY PRACTISED BY
THE COAL SETTERS UP TO SOME TEN YEARS AGO.



TODAY, THE TREES MAY GROW AND DEVELOP WITHOUT THE RISK OF BEING CUT WHILE BEING STILL '"YOUNG'', ALLOWING THE HIKER

TO WALK UP TO THE PEAK AMONG A SHADOWY PATH.

AT THE CROSSING DIRECTLY BEHIND THE SMALL WIDENING (Q]QSQ - H.0, 40) WE CONTINUE ON THE PATH ON THE LEFT (STII_I_
No.32] CLIMBING UP WITH THE CREST.

THE OTHER PATH DOWN WOULD BRING US TO PREMAUR, BUT WE'LL TAKE IT IN THE

OTHER DIRECTION WHEN GOING BACK, AT THE END OF THE RING PATH, WHICH THE TOUR

ADVISES.

HERE, THE CLIMB, AFTER A SHORT EASY PASSAGE, BECOMES HARDER AND THE WAY

NARROWER. BUT IT DOESN'T PRESENT PARTICULAR DIFFICULTIES AS IT IS WELL MARKED.

AFTER A RATHER STEEP PASSAGE, WE REACH A FIRST OPEN POINT AMONG THE

VEGETATION OFFERING US A FIRST TRY OF THE PANORAMIC VIEWS THE TRIP RESERVES US,
THE SIGHT IN THIS CASE IS ON THE ANIMATED PROFILE OF THE LOWER (JARDA AND THE

HILLY AND WOODED VALLEYS OF RASONE CLOSED TOWARDS SOUTH BY THE LOPPED

PEAKS OF MOUNT (CASTELLO DI (GAINO (AI_SO CALLED BY THE PEOPLE OF

MONTEGARGNANO THE THREE HEIGHTS) AND OF MOUNT P1zZOCOLO.

FURTHER ON WE REACH AN OBVIOUS FRAMEWORK, ANOTHER CONVENIENT PLACE TO ADMIRE THE LANDSCAPE (QMSS H. 0,40
- ],20]. ALIWAYS FOLLOWING IN THE DIRECTION OF THE CREST [ATTENTION TO THE HOLES AND THE DISCONTINUITY OF THE ROCKY
GROUND RESULTING FROM IWONDERS OF WIDESPREAD EROSION SO CALLED '""FURROWED GROUNDS'' WHICH ASK US TO BE CAREFUL
WHILE PROCEEDINO], AFTER A SHORT WHILE WE'LL REACH THE SOUTH TERRACE OF THE PEAK (Q 1460 F. 0,15 - ],35].

THE DENERVO NOT HAVING GOT A GENUINE PEAK, EXTENDS FROM SOUTH TO NORTH BY A PROGRESS OF WIDENING CREST, ALMOST
FLAT AND EXPANDING FOR SEVERAL HUNDRED METRES. FVEN IF BEING NEARLY COMPLETELY WOODLAND, IT HAS WIDE OPENINGS
SERVING AS GRAZING AND ALLOWING SCENES OF EXTRAORDINARY BEAUTY NEARLY TO ALL SIDES AND VERY DIFFERENT FROM ONE
ANOTHER. THE FIRST EXCELLENT SIGHT IS THE TERRACE TOWARDS SOUTH ALLOWING US A VIEW ON \/ALVESTINO WITH ITS LAKE
HAVING THE SAME NAME, ON THE MOUNTS /INGLA, SPINO AND PI1ZZOCOLO DESIGNING THE PROFILE IN THE WEST.

[N CONDITIONS OF NORMAL WEATHER' AND LOOKING SOUTH, WE NOTICE THE WIDE EXTENSION OF THE LAKE CLOSED BY THE
MORAINES. (ON PARTICULARLY CLEAR DAYS, THE VIEW SPACES FAR BEYOND, ON THE COMPLETE PO VALLEY UP TO THE
TUSCAN—-EMILIAN APENNINE CHAIN WHERE MOUNT CIMONE MARKS THE HIGHEST POINT.

|T 1S AN EXTRAORDINARY POSITION, SINCE, DIFFERENTLY TO SO MANY OTHER ALSO INTERESTING TERRACES, WE ARE ON A DOMINANT
PEAK BECAUSE OF ITS WIDE VIEIW ON THE SURROUNDINGS, BUT THE ''SURROUNDINGS' ARE NOT FLAT UNDER US OR CONFUSED IN
THE DISTANCE; ON THE CONTRARY, THEY OFFER VARIOUS GRADES OF VISUAL OBSERVATIONS, FROM THE LOWEST TO THE HIGHEST,
FROM THE RELATIVELY NEAR TO THE LOST IN THE NEVER ENDING, IN A CONNECTION OF LANDSCAPES CREATING INNUMERATE
CONTRASTS OF FORMS AND GRADUATIONS IN WHICH THE LIGHT HAS FUN TO DICTATE US EVER CHANGING SCENERIES.

AFTER THE REST, A LITTLE BIT FURTHER, IN ANOTHER CLEARING, THERE IS AN OLD LITTLE HOUSE MADE OF STONE, SERVING AS A
SHELTER FOR THE ANIMALS AND THEIR GUARDIANS, THE PATH EXCEEDS IT AND RUNS ALL ALONG THE SUMMIT PART OF THE
DENERVO TOUCHING THEN A GRAZING SURROUNDED BY HUGE BEECHES SOME OF THEM HAVING BEEN OVERWHELMED BY THE
TIME AND BY ATMOSPHERIC AGENTS.

THE TREE TRUNKS AS WELL AS THE HUGE CONTORTED BRANCHES, '"NAKED' DURING THE WINTER, DON'T GIVE THE IMPRESSION OF
A STATIC SIMPLY VEGETAL BODY, BUT ADOPT PLASTIC FORMS SIMILAR TO STIFF MUSCLES TRYING TO RESIST THE WEIGHT OF THE YEARS
AND THE POWER OF THE ELEMENTS.

THE MAGIC OF THE DENERVO MAY BE IN BRIEF: JOINING TO THE EXTRAORDINARY SIGHTS THIS "LIVE'' PRESENCE SEEMING TO
DIALOGUE WITH THE SURROUNDINGS.

THE WAY SLIDES AMONG THE TREE TRUNKS ALONG SOME OF THESE MODELS, BUT IF YOU LIKE THERE ARE HUNDREDS OF THEM
MERITING YOUR ATTENTION,

[T 1S NICE TO ""LOOSE ONESELF' ON SMALL DEVIATIONS IN ORDER TO DISCOVER THOSE MORE HIDDEN ONES. [HE PATH KEEPS ON THE
BACK OF THE SUMMIT UP TO THE NORTH END WHICH OFFERS US ANOTHER PANORAMIC POINT OF EXCEPTIONAL INTEREST: A WINDOW
TO ANOTHER REGION, A SURROUNDING WHOLLY DIFFERENT FROM THAT ADMIRED ON THE OTHER SLOPE.



A PIECE OF THE LAKE: IT IS PREMAUR, OPEN SPACE SURROUNDED BY BIRCHES AND HUNDRED YEARS OLD BEECHES (Q].]GS - H.
0,20 - 3,40]. FROM HERE, CONTINUING SLIGHTLY CLIMBING TO THE WEST, WE RETAKE THE PATH THROUGH THE WOOD MOUNTING
SIDEWAYS ON, UP TO THE OPENING AT Q 1252 [H. 0,20 - 4,00).

HERE, GOING BACK AND IN THIS CASE DOWNIWARDS THE WAY N|0.32 HAVING DONE BEFORE, WE EASILY REACH THE ALPINE REFUGE
AND FROM THERE THE ASPHALTED ROAD WHERE WE HAVE PARKED THE CAR NEAR BY (Q 980 H. 0,30 - 4,30].

N ALTERNATIVE, AT THE OPENING AT NO. Q 1252, INSTEAD OF GOING DOWN, YOU CAN MAKE A LITTLE DEVIATION TAKING THE PATH

ON THE LEFT RUNNING TO THE CREST.
IN ABOUT |5 MINUTES YOU REACH ANOTHER OPENING AND IMMEDIATELY AFTERWARDS THE PEAK (COMER, OFFERING AN

EXTRAORDINARY BREATHLESS VIEW ON THE LAKE AND THE MOUNTAINS AROUND (CONFER THE OTHER SUGGESTED TRIP]. GOING
DOWN TOWARDS WEST AT THE SECOND OPENING, YOU MAY EASILY RETAKE THE PRINCIPAL PATH TO THE ALPINE REFUGE.
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THIS TIME YOU CAN'T SEE THE LAKE; THE PROTAGONISTS ARE NOW THE MOUNTAIN CHAINS DEGRADING AT THE HORIZON UP TO THE
ALPINE PEAKS PERENNIALLY COVERED IN SNOW OF THE CARE ALTO AND THE BRENTA, MORE THAN 3000 METRES HIGH AND
RAISING MORE EVIDENTLY AND CONSPICUOUSLY BEHIND THE ROCKY WALLS OF MOUNT (CAPLONE—BUS AND MOUNT TREMALZO.

RELOW, BETWEEN THE GRAZING, WE REALIZE THE EXTENDED BODY OF THE ALPINE SUMMER PASTURE. AFTER A REST, IN ORDER
TO ADMIRE THE SCENERY, WE'LL GO DOWN TO REACH IT, SURPRISED OF THE ABILITY WITH WHICH IT HAS BEEN CONSTRUCTED, WITH
SMALL SLABS AND FITTING PERFECTLY NEARLY WITHOUT BINDING MATERIAL. (P TO OUR DAYS IT SERVES AS SUMMER. PASTURE,
WELL-PRESERVED DURING THE CENTURIES WITHOUT BEING REARRANGED:!

INSIDE IT PRESERVES THE SPACIOUS ROOM OF THE ''CASERA "'|PLACE VENTILATED BY NUMEROUS CRACKS IN THE WALL WHERE THE
CHEESE WAS PUT TO RIPEN], THE CORNER OF THE CHIMNEY, THE VERY PLAIN ROOMS FOR THE PEOPLE; MORE BELOW THE STALL
AND THE CISTERN COLLECTING THE RAIN WATER, THE ONLY SOURCE OF SUPPLY. THE WHOLE REPRESENTS AN ARCHITECTURAL
TESTIMONY OF GREAT INTEREST, WHAT A PITY THAT IT RISKS TO BE ENDANGERED BY THE CRITICAL CONDITIONS OF THE ROOF. [T IS A
UNIQUE AND PRECIOUS EXAMPLE, A MONUMENT MERITING TO BE SAFECUARDED, IT WOULD BE A SHAME IF FOR LACK OF
MAINTENANCE IT FELL TO RUIN.

THESE REFLECTIONS MADE, WE RETAKE OUR WALK. FROM MALGA DENERVO [Q 1373 H. 0,15 - ]/35] THERE ARE NOW TWO
POSSIBILITIES TO CONTINUE. THE FIRST, CLASSICAL ONE, FORESEES TO FOLLOW THE BLAZE NO.32 WHICH, POINTING TO THE WEST,
TAKES US TO BRIANO NEAR THE SMALL OPENING OF | OVERE AND FROM THERE DIRECTLY TO THE CAR [ABOUT 1,00 H].

THE OTHER ONE, NEARLY UNKNOWN TO THE NORMAL HIKERS, FORESEES HOWEVER THE DOWNWARD TRIP TOWARDS THE SO
CALLED "'SENTER DES VEC'", RUNNING ALONG THE PEAK RING—SHAPED ON THE SLOPE TURNED TO THE EAST AND FACING JIGNALE
AND THE MOUNT BALDO [BI_AZE NO. 39 — INDICATIONS AT THE PLACE]|.

[T IS A LONELY REGION ALLOWING US TO WALK THROUGH VERY BEAUTIFUL BIRCH— AND BEECH WOODS, AS IT RUNS THROUGH
NEARLY FLAT MULE TRACKS AND LETS US DISCOVER ANOTHER NATURE OF THIS SO SUGGESTIVE MOUNTAIN. AND TO THINK THAT
SEEN FROM BELOW THE PEAK OF THE DENERVO HASN'T GOT ANY OF THE CHARACTERS AFFECTING THE ONE WHO OBSERVES IT!
THAT'S PERHAPS WHY IT IWAS NEARLY UNKNOWN TO THE HIKERS UP TO SOME YEARS AGO.

AFTER A STEEP DESCENT IN DIRECTION OF FOBIA AND PAYING ATTENTION TO A JUNCTION AT 1143 [H. 0,20 FROM THE MALGA|, WE
DEVIATE TO THE RIGHT ON A FLAT TRACK WITH THE BLAZE 39-35.

STILL A LONG TRACT THROUGH THE IWOOD AND WE
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FINALLY REACH THE OPEN ON A BETTER MARKED W
WAY ALSO TO BE TAKEN BY AN ALL-TERRAIN g r}'? AN —
e YN X7 777
VEHICLE. < LY .
AT THE OTHER JUNCTION MORE DOWNWARDS WE ~—~ -~

TURN RIGHT ON THE FLAT ROAD POINTING TO THE

SOUTH [BLAZE 35 — INDICATIONS b ; ’ Q
PIAZZE*COMER]. THE PLACE IS CALLED \/ALZANA 7 ‘ I

S 7
[Q 1113 H. 0,45-3,00) AND Is CHARACTERIZED \\\\_\l‘l\\_\\X\\X\\\\l\\\\}\_\&\r
BY FARMHOUSES SCATTERED BETWEEN LITTLE 7 3 A 7870
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NOODS AND MEADOMWS,
MORE FORWARD, WHEN THE MEADOWS GET
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WIDER, ON A FLAT AND OPEN TERRACE HAVING
EASILY INSPIRITED THE NAME TO THE PLACE,

PiAZZE, THERE IS A LARGE CLEARING WITH A PEASANT'S HOUSE, A LITTLE CHAPEL, ANOTHER SIMPLE HOUSE, ROSE—COLOURED

AND WITH BLUE SHUTTERS [Q 11 H. 0,20 - 3,20].

THE PLACE HAS GOT A DOUBLE FUNCTION SINCE ITS ORIGINS: SUMMER PASTURE BUT ALSO HOLIDAYS FOR THE OWNER'S FAMILY WHO

HAS BUILT ALL THIS IN THE EARLY 1900 AND HAS PRESERVED THIS JEWEL WITH GREAT CARE AND PASSION. (JOING UP THE MEADOW,

WE TAKE AT A CERTAIN POINT THE DEVIATION ANNOUNCED IN THE WOOD. THE BLAZE IS STILL THE NUMBER 35 AND IT WILL

ACCOMPANY US DURING THE WHOLE WAY UP TO THE SMALL OPENING WE CROSSED AT THE BEGINNING.

BETWEEN THIS ONE AND PIAZZE, THERE IS ANOTHER WIDE GRAZING WITH ANOTHER SUMMER PASTURE FROM WHERE YOU MAY SEE



